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Situational Awareness 
Space City Weather  On September 26, 2023, Eric Berger with Space City 
Predicts End of Texas  Weather predicted that the 2023 Texas hurricane  
Hurricane Season season is over and it would be extremely unlikely for a 

hurricane to strike the state of Texas this late in the 
season. The historical odds of doing so after the date 
of September 24 are approximately 1-in-50. Read full 
post:  With the usual caveats, I’m happy to say that 
the 2023 Texas hurricane season is over – Space City 
Weather 
 

 There could still be a tropical storm or a disturbance 
that brings us rain in October; however, those events 
would be mostly moisture events rather than serious 
wind or surge events.  Because of the potential for 
flooding with tropical storms or other moisture 
events, the TGCRVOAD recommends that we con-
tinue to stress the importance of preparedness. 

 

SBA Announces  The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced  
Major Changes major changes to its disaster loan program, including: 

• Increasing loan limits for primary residences from 
$200,000 to $500,000 and for personal property 
from $40,000 to $100,000. 

• Removing the administrative limit on landscaping. 

• Increasing the initial payment deferral period from 
5 to 12 months. 

•  Eliminating a restriction on property owners to 
only use disaster loan funds to mitigate a "similar" 
disaster event that caused damage to their home 
or business. 

• Clarifying collateral requirements under which 
blanket liens on business assets that provide no li-
quidity in the event of default will not be required. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=26086436&msgid=333463&act=FFB6&c=220652&pid=9490091&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fspacecityweather.com%2Fauthor%2Feric%2F&cf=19439&v=64caa6c8e1ebc019283dbea9f1fe00a79e6e5fe42b20fb9e4c0dd2d0c3e09ea7
https://spacecityweather.com/with-the-usual-caveats-im-happy-to-say-that-the-2023-texas-hurricane-season-is-over/
https://spacecityweather.com/with-the-usual-caveats-im-happy-to-say-that-the-2023-texas-hurricane-season-is-over/
https://spacecityweather.com/with-the-usual-caveats-im-happy-to-say-that-the-2023-texas-hurricane-season-is-over/
https://spacecityweather.com/with-the-usual-caveats-im-happy-to-say-that-the-2023-texas-hurricane-season-is-over/
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• Removing the requirement that businesses submit 
financial statements with every reconsideration or 
appeal request for a previously declined applica-
tion. 

• Expanding eligibility to consumer or marketing co-
operatives. 

These changes will make it easier for disaster survi-
vors and small businesses to access the financial as-
sistance they need to recover from disasters 

In addition to these changes, the SBA is also expand-
ing its mitigation assistance to other types of hazards 
beyond the declared disaster event. This will ensure 
that property owners can use their disaster loan funds 
to rebuild stronger and more resilient against multiple 
types of hazards. 

Details 

 
FEMA Disaster Resilience Zones 

New Screening Tools Nonprofits and government now have access to multiple 
new screening tools that aid in understanding the needs 
of our population. 

 The Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool 
(CEJST) uses economic and census data as well as the 
National Risk Index (NRI) to identify overburdened and 
underserved census tracts. 

 High CJEST tracts are determined by several criteria. 
These include climate change, which encompasses flood 
and wildfire risks, as well as energy usage. Health con-
cerns such as asthma, diabetes, heart disease, and low 
life expectancy are also considered. Additionally, the cost 
of housing and lack of green space, transportation, leg-
acy pollution, water and wastewater, and workforce 

https://www.sba.gov/article/2023/07/31/sba-announces-major-changes-its-disaster-lending-program#:~:text=In%202022,%20Administrator%20Guzman%20announced,30,%202023
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/products-tools/national-risk-index
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/methodology#3.04/34/-96.72
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/methodology#3.04/34/-96.72
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development factors such as linguistic isolation, low in-
come, poverty, and unemployment are considered. 

 Census tracts with the highest CEJST scores in Harris, 
Brazoria, and Galveston County are designated as 
"Community Disaster Resilience Zones." Community 
Disaster Resilience Zones (shown in red) aim to build 
and strengthen community resilience across the nation by 
driving federal, public, and private resources to the most 
at-risk and in-need communities. 

 
High CEJST tracts are highlighted in blue shading on the 
detailed maps below. These tracts are generally the same 
as tracts with an SVI > 0.7500, but not always. 

https://ago-item-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/3c44e2998f764b58a81bdd487647c003/CDRZ_Designation_Methodology_Aug292023.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEM%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQDrO%2FQcJYmBa%2F7sOYngu4eUG6tBUfa0EP3ryJfnhV464QIgd3wLhJgbq6E3Gi1VPwp%2FYIHxA4aUCQr%2Fq8gKaIBKZKgqugUIx%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARAAGgw2MDQ3NTgxMDI2NjUiDK8oQUBSBqKawopOQSqOBW%2Fr4dgITX5cbqByNYcq%2FZpW0XMpGK%2F172d0KGv%2BWAowJGqwgKo6%2BDKira0FqH1thd%2F9bvr55ZZdCdEWqk8Pi1S4xYOhpGbmqAy1IFxnmIdf%2Bk8XEApix9zomp9hgRyde%2BY0rB1x%2BCXKp1RpmYfs5%2Fsew6S%2BCMAwnA2J9qXQ4y0%2BkBMWkRPW8fEzmnyf2wuv1yyvkTwyfVIQZrxsqmVOkSozfwijpnbLF5mM6oK8nGHV3dtjZaJ7%2BO4OASQczgFqxRjT3gHacSVma3cnLI%2BGZP%2FxZLHSUXxguy5%2F6nBSOwonc49ESEklnTco83FCuO5ZIEMx5hsy5NfbFCtUfUw5DzN4EAHTfKigjR1hqfM6ByT9fwetwSrKlM9XzsQbLxz1NuIWNf%2Bd%2FLXWTcydY8Cc77h%2BxBmyyq64OwR9psg0VoMG%2Fg8qoq3plCQ%2F%2BZ4bGCdsqCr%2F3OyiiA429G9y68v%2BtBUZub4J1auC0M9oXbZy8C%2BwxW99iZd0JaBqOVY5435luLW2tByTD4trbtmG3Ar7RV4e2sNSztXhsReT0NCh3GQtN5i1uSq%2BU2T0sSV%2FmE%2BeVEHlN4z0DnOZIg4Eu9O5Kj%2FKezHkgUa6bLSeYuL0cjW6s%2BAWOmQOBaQAtB3dUfFFjcwLwR1FHROiZxo%2BAf0K7%2BUY3rOiO19NauTw2DD2FY2wOqw20SCoDYDiMmQGljSxhQFyuhy2%2BAiPgIZZOyzJn0vUhoOQVcOrR3KLxESq6Q8ikrtcg6FYsnMvR7e1HUq2FtOLnPApZB1djG50NWq2eGZaBaaEHuYMgxtzhwm1Hc2827VF3ka2tW7zQHcbcYgVrSvKqXCUAlFmiRzWwWki6jQ%2BZP8CyBUlp27ZQoBWITDwlN2oBjqxAc0CQ6FDvLz6wLoRKM3T%2FcdwKOn7CMtvvMKUvS3OcTTtoBheuNIpXf9SxahLaiJz%2FldO8fAoc71y4qzV4CpD2qpuKwbje15fOn3eKkq8otc5eV0SRHupcZKaRq7KSDQIZahs8U%2Bf0Iwylw0rO7Wz5e3r05N%2BG6m9HsKwwpvOq%2FBq6z3c%2BG5Y7Esyf7oWRHduYD9KRp1b4B%2BRkTBxu6CgDK1Dnw1UUPPx6MpEYQEMdjEkqg%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20230929T230713Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE6FNNRI3R%2F20230929%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=a010732e66fe9cfdefa4c6a2d7803b5e96d9eb207eda09e535322ee98e8d0492
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3fdfd0639ba0403e9414d05654449d32/page/Home/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/index.html
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Harris County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Harris County OHSEM published an analysis of the 

DRZs in Harris County, available here. 
  
Brazoria and  
Galveston Counties 

   

https://tgcrvoad.org/member-bulletin-board/
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 Twenty-five census tracts in the HGAC area have been desig-

nated as DRZs, with a combined population of just under 
110,000 people. All but one of these tracts have cited climate 
change (specifically flood risk) as a significant burden. Work-
force development was also mentioned as a burden in most 
tracts affecting 81% of the population in the DRZs. Legacy pollu-
tion was found to be affecting 41% of the population, followed 
by housing (30%), health (27%), transportation (27%), waste and 
wastewater (19%), and energy (11%). 
 
We encourage our members to thoroughly examine the details 
provided by these new tools to gain a better understanding of 
the factors that affect our community. While statistics can be 
helpful, it is always best to get to know our communities and cli-
ents personally. We hope that this data will spark further conver-
sation and a deeper understanding of the challenges our com-
munities face. 

 
Harris County has more FEMA-designated ‘disaster 
resilience zones’ than anywhere else 

 

  

https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/fema-houston-harris-climate-change-disaster-zone?utm_source=Monthly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=527a0e89c3-Urban-Edge-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0d1f6bbea4-527a0e89c3-712433276&mc_cid=527a0e89c3&mc_eid=3864861686
https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/fema-houston-harris-climate-change-disaster-zone?utm_source=Monthly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=527a0e89c3-Urban-Edge-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0d1f6bbea4-527a0e89c3-712433276&mc_cid=527a0e89c3&mc_eid=3864861686
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Calendar 
November 8, 2023 General Membership Meeting 
9:30 – 11:00   Greater Houston United Way  

50 Waugh Drive  
Houston TX 77007 
 
During this meeting, we will be accepting nominations 
for the positions of Chair and Secretary. Elections will 
take place in January 2024 and the elected members 
will serve a two-year term from 2024 to 2026. Nomi-
nations will also be accepted from the attendees dur-
ing the January meeting. 
 
We will also elect a new Vice-Chair to serve out the 
balance of Paige LoBue’s term (2024) in January. 
Paige recently accepted a new position which takes 
her out of the disaster world. So, in January 2025 we 
will elect a Vice-Chair and Treasurer to serve from 
2025-2027. 
 
On a personal note, it is my intent to step down as 
TGCRVOAD Chair in January. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed serving as your Chair and look forward to 
supporting the TGCRVOAD in whatever capacity I 
am requested to serve in the future. 
 
- Gary 
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Announcements 
Getting it Right Getting it Right is a virtual all-inclusive Emergency 

Planning workshop series It is intended for Emer-
gency Managers, Planners, Operational Positions, Dis-
ability Communities, Disability Advocates, Non-Profit 
Partners, VOAD, Social Services Organizations, Clini-
cians, Hospitals, and Contractors (wheelchair, oxygen, 
etc.) Register Here. 

 
Tuesday    EMERGENCY & DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:  
October 17th   COORDINATING FOR DME 
10 AM – 11 AM    
 Mark Gowen, CPA, COF, CFO/Controller Angel Medi-

cal Supply 
  
 Victoria Peterson, President TexMEP Association 
 
Wednesday  ESRD PLAN, LEARN, AND PLAN AGAIN  
October 18th   
10 AM - 11 AM Mary Albin, BS, CPHQ Executive Director Alliant 

Health Solutions 
 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR DIALYSIS  
 
H. Doc Berryhill Director of Group Biomed Services - 
Galaxy DaVita Biomed  
 

Thursday  HOUSTON COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES (HCOD)  
October 19th 
10 AM - 11 AM  Meridith Silcox, HCOD Chair  

Angel Ponce, MOPD Director  
Ricky Harris, HCOD Co-ChairChair 

 
FEMA REGION 6 DISABILITY INTEGRATION  
Logan Perkes Portfolio Disability Integration Specialist 
FEMA Region 6 Texas Integration and Recovery Office 

https://tgcrvoad.org/member-bulletin-board/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qYIia1b1SvWx4-SD59mJvA#/registration
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Consensus of  On May 10th the General Membership adopted a  
Engagement  revised version of the Consensus of Engagement. 

Members should download the Consensus of En-
gagement, sign it, scan it, and email it to sonya.mey-
ers@hopedrtx.org. 

Positions Open! COMMUNICATIONS Chair – responsible for the web-
site, newsletter, situational awareness, internal com-
munications, and external Communication Support 

INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, & COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Chair - membership directory, resources by county, 
gap analysis  

OPERATIONAL COLLABORATION Chair - support 
enhancement of Functions in Disaster; interface with 
the LTRCs 

Contact chair.tgcrvoad@icloud.com for more infor-
mation! 

Meet Tonya Clark Tonya serves as the Regional 
Voluntary Agency Liaison for 
our region and is a member of 
the Incident Support Task 
Force. The Regional Voluntary 
Agency Liaison role supports 
volunteer and donation man-
agement, VOAD coordination 
in addition to creation, educa-
tion, mentorship and integra-
tion of Long-Term Recovery 
and COAD groups. 

Tonya began her career in emergency management 
by receiving her bachelor’s degree in Emergency and 
Disaster Management. Before joining TDEM, Tonya 
was an Emergency Management Specialist in the city-
county of El Paso, where she collaborated with VOAD 
groups, non-profits, and faith-based organizations, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and migrant crisis. 

https://tgcrvoad.org/wp-content/uploads/TGCRVOAD-Consensus-of-Engagement-10-MAY-2023-1.pdf
https://tgcrvoad.org/wp-content/uploads/TGCRVOAD-Consensus-of-Engagement-10-MAY-2023-1.pdf
mailto:sonya.meyers@hopedrtx.org
mailto:sonya.meyers@hopedrtx.org
mailto:chair.tgcrvoad@icloud.com
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Tonya joined the TDEM team as a Recovery Coordina-
tor for Harris and Chambers counties, assisting juris-
dictions, private non-profits, and special districts in 
identifying post-disaster resources and federal and 
state funding opportunities through the Public Assis-
tance process.  

Tonya has cultivated specialized experience support-
ing vulnerable populations by providing mass care 
services, transportation coordination, and volunteer 
and donations management assistance in times of cri-
sis. Tonya is passionate about collaborating with com-
munities to build resiliency by creating and imple-
menting sustainable whole-community practices.   

Please join us in welcoming Tonya! 

 
Situation Briefs Published 
None this period 

 

 


